The press

In democratic countries any efforts to control the freedom of the press are rightly condemned.  However this freedom can easily be abused, and many papers and magazines feed the public appetite for scandal, rather than drawing our attention to more serious stories and events.  The need to sell copies to a public who are more interested in television has resulted in a smaller number of titles controlled by a very few media tycoons.  They effectively decide on what constitutes the news, either by putting pressure on their editors or by giving their publication a certain political bias.

So it is that facts are treated superficially in most dailies with large circulations, because the readers are not particularly interested in facts.  People thus lose the opportunity to inform themselves about the world in which they live, prefering to surround themselves with entertaining trivia.  

The press does help to create public opinion as well as to focus it on specific areas.  And this is not only true for the major issues.  Many people remain unaware of the influence of publicity in their lives, claiming that they take no notice of advertisements when they see them.  Major companies have no such doubts, frequently spending millions of Francs per year to attract more customers and to establish a brand image or slogan.  Never before have products enjoyed such exposure.  The television and, to a lesser extent, the newspapers allow companies to reach millions of consumers at the same time, and surely this is a worrying development.

Although newspapers frequently complain that they are succumbing to the power of the television, they nontheless offer their readers certain advantages.  They are not forced to treat news stories superficially because of the limited time available, and they can deal with all sorts of minority subjects and local events without worrying about lost advertising income.  If readers are not interested in one article, they will find a different one, and this this represents a choice of options that viewers of the television do not share.

Many people still believe, often in spite of the facts, that papers offer objective reporting in a way that the television can not reproduce, but paradoxically this same attitude can result in an uncritical acceptance of what is read.  One should not trust newspaper editors: like everyone else they are influenced by their own concerns.

