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Edexcel:  notes on new 4 module syllabus
Module 1: Oral exam

10 minutes assessment in 2 sections 
50 marks
Section A

You have 15 minutes preparation time. Notes may be made in the preparation time.  These may be used during the oral, but must be handed in at the end of the test.

Students respond to 4 set questions on a stimulus related to the student’s chosen general topic area.  The stimulus passage will be very short (70-90 words), probably an excerpt from a youth magazine (Okapi, Phosphore), a tabloid article, or news websites aimed at French speaking young people (Clés de l’actualité).
Candidates should expand at length on the 4 bullet points.  Do not conflate 2 bullet points.  Do give opinions, hypothesise, exemplify etc (ça veut dire que …, c’est à dire …, par exemple …, ce ne serait pas bien parce que …).  Paraphrase from the stimulus, but don’t quote.

Section B

Examiner engages candidate in a discussion which relates to the same general topic area (GTA) and its linked subtopics, but which moves away from the focus of the stimulus passage.  Expect to cover a couple of other aspects of the GTA during this section.
A range of lexis (especially keywords) and grammar structures are expected: effectively this is your chosen speciality subject out of those that you have studied.

You will have to deal spontaneously with unexpected questions during the test.

You will be expected to extend your responses, to develop arguments and ideas, and to show a good knowledge and understanding of your chosen GTA.

AS Module 2: Understanding and writing

2hours 30 mins in 3 sections  
70 marks
Draws on 4 GTAs:

Youth culture and concerns

Lifestyle: health and fitness

The world around us: travel and tourism, environmental issues and the French speaking world

Education and employment

Section A 
20 marks
Student controlled listening with target language questions and responses.

Section B
20 marks
Reading test with both target language and English questions and answers

Section C
30 marks
200-220 words in French (letter, report or article) related to short target language stimulus.  This is longer than the 140-160 words of the old syllabus.  You will be expected to answer in an appropriate register (a chatty letter is not a report).
A2 Modules

Module 3 oral exam
11-13 minutes
50 marks

Outline your chosen topic for about one minute, adopting a definite stance towards the issue.  Defend and justify your opinions for up to four minutes.

The examiner then initiates a spontaneous discussion in which a minimum of two unpredictable areas will be covered.  These will not require factual knowledge or relate to the target language culture.  The total time is slightly shorter than in the old syllabus.

The chosen issue does not have to relate to any of the general topic areas in the specification.

Module 4: research, understanding and written response


2 hours 30 minutes

100 marks

Section A
10 marks

A short prose translation into the target language approx 80 words long.  There will be no stimulus passage.

Section B
45 marks

A discursive or creative essay of 240-270 words from a choice of seven questions linked to the prescribed 7 topic areas.

Section C
45 marks

A research based essay (RBA) in French of 240-279 words rewards your research skills into an area of interest relating to the target language culture, society or country.  One of the following areas of research is required:

Geographical area

Historical study

Aspects of modern society

Literature and the arts (text, play or film)

A question will be set for each of these 4 areas.

No dictionaries, texts or notes may be taken into the exam.

Syllabus – vocabulary and topics

Vocabulary and idioms are mainly taught through an exploration of topics concerning French society and culture, including:

· Youth culture and concerns


Music and fashion, technology, relationships, drugs

· Lifestyle, health and fitness


Sport and exercise, food and diet, smoking, health services

· Travel, tourism and the environment


Tourist information, pollution and recycling, global warming

· Education and employment


Schooling and higher education, student issues, the world of work

A2 subjects will include:

· Customs, traditions, beliefs and religions

· National and international events, past, present and future

· Literature and the arts

Syllabus – literature and background topic area

Candidates can choose to study whole works or extracts from literature as part of their Research Based Essay, and some literary texts will complement class work throughout the course.  Films and media will also feature in the classroom, and could also form the basis for the RBE.

Examination

AS

Unit 1
Spoken expression and response


30% of AS / 15% of A2


Responding to set questions and discussion

Unit 2
Understanding and written response


70% of AS /  35% of A2


Listening and reading comprehension, written task

A2

Unit 3
Understanding and spoken response


35% of A2 /  17.5%  total


5 minutes speaking on chosen issue, discussion

Unit 4
Research, understanding and written response
65% of A2 /  32.5% total


Translation into French, Target language essay,


Research based essay

