Traffic
During the 70's and 80's the problem of traffic congestion was already beginning to make itself felt in the cities and on the motorways throughout Europe.  But now we have reached crisis point.  It is becoming so difficult to drive around inside our major towns that our quality of life is being seriously affected.  Cars offer individuals the freedom to travel wherever they want, but at what cost ?  Roads are congested, parking spaces are harder and harder to find, and from an environmental point of view there are real dangers.  As the situation gets worse, drivers adopt many bad habits, ignoring the highway code, driving too fast and risking their lives out of frustration.

Air pollution from carbon dioxide and hydrocarbons can damage people's health and cause lung diseases, and lead pollution in the atmosphere is known to slow development among young children.  We are living as though our energy supplies were unlimited, but this is far from being the case.  Other solutions to our transport problems must be found.

Governments should take measures to promote public transport, and especially those services which do not harm the environment, such as electric trains and metro systems.  The high price of petrol has not so far prevented the wider use of cars and commercial road transport, so somehow people should be made aware of their responsability.  If they must travel to work by car, perhaps they could take passengers.  This at least would enable them to share transport costs and save energy.  For local trips the provision of cycle paths could reduce the number of accidents while also encouraging a healthier lifestyle.

