The Family

Since the beginning of the century the image of the family and the role of marriage have changed a great deal.  On the one hand we are told that nearly one marriage in three is likely to end in divorce, but on the other hand we are informed that family unity has never been so important for young people growing up in a changing society.

In the past the question of cohabitation never arose: one married, one had children and one stayed with one's partner in spite of difficulties and problems. Marriage represented a contractual agreement, security for both sides and a solid basis for family life. Now it has become very easy to leave one's partner when one is married, and divorce is no longer a taboo subject

Many couples choose not to marry, preferring to live together, and for many people marriage has little significance any longer. If both partners agree to cohabit in the short or long term, then surely the principle is the same (they argue), and one retains a freedom that marriage does not allow.  However this is not necessarily a solution, for as soon as children are involved, the situation changes.  Some 20% of children are born to parents who are unmarried, (the figure in Sweden now approaches 50%) and surely this has a wider significance?  If marriage loses its social function, not to mention its religious importance, and divorces become easier to obtain, then who suffers?  Ultimately the children.

